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Body of the Paper  
 

The body begins under the title information on the first page and continues with all subsequent 

pages. 

 

First Page 

 

The body of the paper must begin 4 lines below the affiliation(s) on the first page (following all 

title information, on the same page). 

The paper will be in a one-column format with left justification, skipping one line between 

paragraphs.  There must be a 1 inch margin all around (top, left, right, and bottom). 

Times New Roman typeface is required, 12 point, skipping one line between paragraphs. 

 

Second and All Subsequent Pages 

 

There must be a 1 inch margin all around (top, left, right, and bottom) in one column format, left 

justification, single spaced, skipping one line between paragraphs. 
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in text and illustrations. 

 

Abstracts 

 

An additional section during registration asks for a copy of this abstract so that it may be 
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Tables and Figures 

 

Tables and figures should be inserted in the text where the author believes they best fit. They may be 

moved around a little to better correspond to the space requirements of the E-Journal. If necessary, 

tables and figures may occupy an entire page to ensure readability and may be in either portrait or 

landscape orientation. Insofar as possible, tables should fit onto a single page. All tables and figures 

should be germane to the paper. Figures should be a resolution of at least 300x100 pixels. Tables 

should be labeled with the title at the beginning (in bold), with data entries single-spaced, and 

numbered. Column labels should be half-line spacing above data. 

 

Table 1. The title of the table. And any additional information. 

 

Figures should have their captions follow the image. Captions should be single-spaced, with title in 

bold. Additional text should not be in bold. The Editorial staff may adjust layout to allow optimal 

use of space. 
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the body using the same margins as the body.  The referencing requirement is to American 

Psychological Association format (APA).  When referring to them in the text, remember to cite 

sources as (author last name, year). 

‘Times New Roman’ typeface is required, 10 point. 
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‘Times New Roman’ typeface is required, 10 point. 
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Abstract 
 

This paper doesn’t really say anything important.  The only purpose is to illustrate the proper 

formatting of papers for the 2017 Undergraduate Research Conference.  Beyond that, this paper 

also describes the undergraduate research enterprise at this university, its benefits for students at 

any university, and the current progress of LaCOEUR initiatives.  Included is a truncated set of 

data illustrating the success of our Mini-grant program for funding undergraduate research on the 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette campus.  

 

Introduction 
 

While many trade conferences provide undergraduate students the ability to participate in 

viewing the research of more experienced professionals, one of the most important experiences 

for students must include undergraduate research and faculty-to-student collaboration.  Multiple 

sources show that by providing this opportunity to undergraduate students, the student increases 

in integrative learning which provides extensive hands-on benefits (Astin, 1993, Kuh, 2008, 

Laird et al., 2008, Munroe, 2016, Mumford et al., 2017, Shultz, 2013). In addition to the 

advantage of interdepartmental and integrative learning, Stebner et al. (2016) synopsize: 

 

Hunter et al. (2007) found a correlation between conducting research and an 

increased level of confidence in students’ ability to think critically and conduct 

research. The biggest boost to student confidence was taking part in research that 

was relevant and beneficial to their field. In creating research that can positively 

impact their field, students gained an increased clarity in career direction, 

specifically toward employment in research fields (Hunter et al., 2007). When 
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undergraduates create meaningful research they develop an increased feeling of 

community and sense of belonging within their department and academic field 

(Howitt, 2010). 

 

By creating more undergraduate research initiatives, undergraduate students have a higher 

likelihood of being able to get involved and become prepared through this experience to join 

the communities of graduate programs. This meaningfulness they experience during 

matriculation through research can be practiced through many prospects. As shown in the 

data provided, the Undergraduate Research Conference has been a space that provides 

multiple disciplines, faculty, and students to interact and begin multi-layered collaboration. 

 

Mini-Grant Funding 
 

Incentives for undergraduate research create an environment of support and community in an 

otherwise isolated setting. From 2015-2017, the number of accepted undergraduate research 

mini-grants has grown to include a larger number of granted submissions. Numbers show these 

grants are up from 14% of proposed grants being funded to 38% being fully funded.  

 

The reason faculty often co-opt undergraduate students for research is numerous, but can be 

fiscally motivated. Undergraduate students provide for a diversity of labor to faculty that expands 

research throughout the community in a vertical direction. As well undergraduate students are not 

expected to be paid the same rates as graduate students, which in turn delivers more labor for less 

investment, and the students still receive a valuable pay-off of experience and a small profit for 

their time. And as always, undergraduate students are more available and are as ready to learn as 

graduate students, which suggests that the money spent on research could prosper quicker results 

from a more continuous stream of labor (D. Bellar, personal communication, July 6, 2017). It is 

evident from these points that undergraduate research grants often are financially responsible. 

 

 
 

Figure 1. Chart of Funded Research Grants. Mini-grant funds provide both student and 

faculty an opportunity to expand their professional and educational pursuits. 
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LaCOEUR 

 

To continue the improvements to research initiatives on the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

campus, the Louisiana Council On Excellence in Undergraduate Research (LaCOEUR) was 

formed to provide a mini-grant research funding opportunity, conference publication opportunity, 

and a consistent board for continued development in undergraduate research. This resource can 

be created at any university that has individuals committed to undergraduate research. 

 

 
Figure 2. Louisiana Council On Excellence in Undergraduate Research Logo. Colors are 

representative of the University Honors Program at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 

 

Summary and Conclusions 
 

In summary, we have introduced the concept of mini-grants for increasing undergraduate 

research, which in turn can be considered a fiscally responsible research alternative for faculty. 

As well, we have demonstrated the benefits for students of participating in undergraduate 

research, and the benefits of creating a committee to spearhead this type of research. 

 

It is difficult to collect data of undergraduate research that ascertains whether the students benefit 

in a longitudinal sense from their experience. Instead, we can interpret short-term results of 

funding, participation, and topic focus to determine an increased or decreased meaningfulness of 

research to the university environment. Additional information will continue to be gathered as we 

expand on the Undergraduate Research Conference at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

and measure outcomes of the experience for students.  
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